[Survey of patients with intractable diseases. Analyses of patients receiving financial aid for treatment].
The Research Committee of Epidemiology of Intractable Disease (Ministry of Health and Welfare, Japan) conducted a Nationwide survey of 34 intractable diseases with each of the 47 prefectural governments reporting information on all patients having any of 34 intractable diseases, and who received financial aid for the disease from April 1992 to March 1993. Information collected about each patient was the identification number, which included the disease code, sex, age, the code of the municipality where the patient lived, the medical institution which treated the patient, and the department where the patient was treated. The results can be summarized as follows: 1) The total number of patients who received financial aid for disease was 247,726 (Male 93,251 Female 154,274) for a sex ratio of 0.60, and 61.7% of patients were between 40 and 69 years of age. Of 109,387 patients whose status could be confirmed regarding either outpatient or inpatient, 13.5 percent were inpatients. Of the patients, 47,222 (53.0%) were treated in departments of internal medicine. 2) Of all 34 intractable diseases, the greatest number receiving aid were patients with systemic lupus erythematosus with 35,690 receiving aid between April 1992 and March 1993. Of new patients commencing financial aid between April 1992 and March 1993, the largest group was patients with ulcerative colitis with 5,361. 3) The numbers of patients and those who started receiving the aid in the observed one year was larger than those in 1984 and 1988. The increase in numbers between 25 and 34 years of age was remarkable. By age group, the largest number of patients became older within the 8 years from 1984 to 1992.